
 
Dear Families:

THE VACCINE FOR KIDS 5-11 HAS BEEN APPROVED! This is such great 
news for our elementary school students. The U.S. health officials have given 
the final approval for students to receive the kid-size Pfizer vaccine. The 
vaccine was authorized by the FDA and CDC after clinical trials found that low-dose 
shots are safe and provide strong protection for children of this age group.These 
vaccines are only a third of the amount given to teens and adults and they 
use smaller needles.

This is a turning point in the pandemic that many of us in education have been waiting 
for and will allow our students and families to better protect themselves and those 
around them.  We all can’t wait to have the fun family events we all used to look 
forward to and having field trips, and parent volunteers in the building. We’re 
also looking forward to not having to wear masks.

 Below is some information about Saint Paul vaccine clinics for children ages 5-11
SPPS Vaccine Clinics for Ages 5-11: 
SPPS is partnering with St Paul-Ramsey County Public Health to offer vaccine clinics for 
students ages 5-11 at 
Battle Creek Elementary (60 Ruth St. S.) and Como Park Elementary (780 Wheelock 
Pkwy. W.). 

•Como Park Elementary will have first-dose clinics on  November 15, 22 and 29 
from 3-6 p.m. 
•Battle Creek Elementary will have first-dose clinics on November 16, 23 and 30 
from 3-6 p.m.

Patients will receive a date for a second-dose vaccination during their first-dose 
appointment. Appointments are required. Register at ramseycounty.us/COVIDvaccine

Almost the entire staff here at HPE has been fully vaccinated since last school year, and 
we have not had a single case of COVID-19 among any staff members during school last 
spring or this fall. Vaccines work, and I encourage all of our students who are five and 
older to roll up their sleeves and get the shot.

Have a happy and safe Thanksgiving!

Sincerely,
NancyFlynnPrincipal

November 2021 GlobeCalendar of Events
Nov.

16 - Parent-teacher evening 
conferences-virtual on zoom

17 - PTA Meeting - 7:00 pm 
online link to join: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j
/84292132417 

18 - Parent-teacher evening 
 conferences-virtual on zoom 

19  NO SCHOOL -
 Parent-teacher morning 
 conferences     

23 - Picture Day

25- 26 NO SCHOOL -
THANKSGIVING BREAK
      
                   

  Dec.

 9  Picture Retake Day

22-31 - NO SCHOOL -
 Winter Break
 

Address:  1700 Saunders Ave., St. Paul, MN  55116  Phone:  651-293-8770  Fax:  651-293-8983

https://www.ramseycounty.us/covid-19-info/covid-19-vaccine
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84292132417__;!!LSatmg!pNalue-GezT0bawnfn6lDJPanutsxS7qBEEyPyEHZKUYuMNpDzhSme49fkX6y5XKPQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84292132417__;!!LSatmg!pNalue-GezT0bawnfn6lDJPanutsxS7qBEEyPyEHZKUYuMNpDzhSme49fkX6y5XKPQ$
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 Upcoming Events at Highland Park Elementary:

Virtual Parent Teacher Conferences – Tuesday, November 16 4:30-7:50 PM, Thursday, November 18 4:30-7:50 PM and 
Friday, November 19 7:30-11:50 AM

Teachers are emailing families to schedule a date and time to meet. HPE encourages student-led conferences, so please 
plan to have your child attend the conference meeting as well. Conferences are a great opportunity to connect with your 
child’s teacher to learn about how they are progressing, ask questions about learning expectations and develop goals 
and a plan for working towards achieving those goals. Other teachers (Academic Support, Art, Physical Education, ELL, 
Special Ed, Counselor and Social Worker) and Dr. Flynn are available for conferences as well. They will all have Zoom 
codes that will be emailed to all families on Monday, November 15. Please contact the school’s office at 651-293-8770 if 
you will need an interpreter for your conference.

Virtual PTA Meeting – Wednesday, November 17, 7:00 – 8:00 PM

In addition to regular PTA agenda items, the meeting will include a Fall Review of HPE’s 2021-22 SCIP (School Continuous 
Improvement Plan) with Dr. Flynn. HPE values and needs your input and ideas on this school plan so please join us for 
this important meeting. A link for this Zoom meeting will be sent out later this month. If you need an interpreter for this 
meeting, please call the office at 651-293-8770 by 11/12/21.

Picture Day – Tuesday, November 23

Picture order forms were recently sent home with students in their Thursday communication folders. Extra order forms 
are available in the main office. Order forms and payments (check or exact cash) should be returned to your child’s 
classroom teacher on or before 11/23/21. Orders can also be placed online at mylifetouch.com using the following Picture 
Day ID: EVTDHVF27. Online orders that were placed before our picture day got rescheduled will automatically be applied 
to this event since the Lifetouch event number did not change. Picture retake day is Thursday, December 9.

Important Reminders:

· The Weekend Backpack Food Program provides nutritious food to HPE students over the weekends, free of charge. This 
program is sponsored by Gloria Dei Church. If you would like your children to participate in the program, please complete 
the Weekend Backpack Program form, if you haven’t already done so. If you need a form, please call the school office at 
651-293-8770 and we’ll send one home with your child. Forms should be returned to your child’s teacher or the HPE 
office. Only one form is needed per family.

2021-2022 Student Directory – The Student Directory is a PTA resource for family contact information. If you would like 
your family’s contact information included in the 2021-22 Student Directory, please use the following link to complete a 
form. https://tinyurl.com/33zuf4m

Including your contact information in the directory is optional and you are not required to submit your information for this 
directory; however, we encourage you to do so. Many families find this directory to be a great way for the students to 
connect with their classmates and for the families to reach out to each other. The Student Directory is also used by the 
PTA to communicate with families.

Every HPE family will have access to the information in this directory. You may include as much or as little information as 
you choose but you should only provide the contact information you want included in the directory that will be made 
available to our school community.

If you have questions, please text or call the HPE PTA at (651) 321-3717 or email highlandparkel.pta@gmail.com

https://tinyurl.com/33zuf4ms
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Hello all! 

What a busy and eventful autumn it has been. Students in all grades have shown me time and 
time again that there is a deep desire for science learning; I implore you all to keep it up! Our 
youngest learners have been exploring the animals and plants we share our planet with and are 
beginning to shift their attention towards the weather, seasons, and sun. As for our older 
students, we have been covering a lot of ground. However, a highlight was the opportunity to use 
new microscopes that were gifted to our school. It was fabulous watching your scholar react to 
what the parts of insects look like at the microscopic level! You may have heard your scholar 
mention the game of Chess, which is something that is beneficial to helping a young person 
develop logic and strategical thinking skills. I encourage everyone (even our adults!) to play a 
game of Chess today. There is much, much more that I could say about each class. As I've gotten 
to know our students, I often find myself smiling in amazement at the progress that has already 
occurred and what we will still achieve. I wish every family good health and hope every person in 
our Highland community has a fantastic end of quarter and holiday season.

        A Word from Art     
               

What’s Happening in  S.T.E.A.M.

Hello HPE Families! 
 
Art this year started off with a big gift.  The 
district provided apple pencils to the art 
classroom.  With this new equipment, we will be 
learning lots of new techniques in digital art.  
Also, students in grades 2-5 will be uploading 
their work in art every day to either 
Schoology or SeeSaw.  Families will be able to 
see what their students do in art and have 
their progress documented along the way.   
I am very excited about a brand new year in 
art and looking forward to all the amazing art 
students will make! 
 
Mr. Seth 

   News from the gym 

Hello Families, 
 
        I am the Physical Education teacher here at HPE 
and this is my 3rd year teaching here. So far this year 
we have covered two units: tag and personal space and 
cooperative activities. We have focused on body 
control, taking turns, working with others, and learning 
the rules and expectations of the gym. The IB learner 
profile covered was being a communicator. The unit we 
will be covering next will be focusing on throwing and 
catching skills. The IB learner profile we are working on 
currently is being principled and we are focusing on 
teamwork, working with others, and continuing our 
work on body control.  

 Thank you, 

Annie Schoeben
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HPE PYP News
PYP Coordinator -  Mrs. Strecker

What makes HPE and PYP different compared to other schools?  Our teaching and lessons are concept and 
inquiry-based.  Each grade level (1-5) explores six transdisciplinary units of inquiry (Pre-K and K are required to have 
4).  Each unit of inquiry lasts about 4-6 weeks. These units provide the opportunity to explore local and global 
perspectives.  They allow students to extend their learning and encourage students to show action within the subject 
areas.  Most classes are reflecting on their first unit of inquiry, or are in their second unit of inquiry.

Who We Are: An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and spiritual 
health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it 
means to be human. 

Where We Are in Place and Time: An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.

How We Express Ourselves: An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 
beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 

How the World Works: An inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment 

How We Organize Ourselves: An inquiry into the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment. 

Sharing the Planet: An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other 
people and other living things; communities and the relationship within and between them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.
 

     Current Units:
*PK- Who We Are: (year long unit)

K-  Who We Are: “All about me”
1-  Who We Are: “Families”

2- Who we are: “Nutrition and Exercise”
  3- How we organize ourselves:  “Economics“
4- Who We Are:: “Citizenship and Government”

     5- Where we are in place and time: “Native American History”


